Chronology

of the most important steps in the solution of problems
concerning the constitution, energy production, and evo-
lution of stars.

1.  Contraction hypothesis (Helmholtz)                 1854

2.  Discovery of radioactivity (Becquerel)               1896

3.  Classification of stars into three fundamental
groups (Russell)                                                igig

4.  The theory of stellar interiors (Eddington)        1917 et seq.

5.  Artificial transformation of elements (Ruther-
ford)                                                                 1919

6.  White dwarfs as collapsed stars (Fowler)            1926

7.  The quantum theory of nuclear transforma-
tions (Garnow; Gurney and Condon)                 1928

8.  Thermonuclear reactions as the sources of
stellar energy (Atkinson and Houtennans)         1929

9.  Cyclic nuclear reactions in stars (Weizsacker)    1937

10.  Evolution of stars with thermonuclear energy
production (Gamow)                                         1938

11.  Carbon-nitrogen  cycle  in the Sun  (Bethe;
Weizsacker)                                                       1938

12.  The reactions of light elements in red giants
(Gamow and Teller)                                         1939
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